


Public Service Announcement for the Posting of 30 days Notices for Social
Economic and Reconnaissance Survey & Demarcation Results

This is to inform the general public including all districts, chiefdoms, clans, towns
and villages adjoining the Forest Applicant Communities in Sinoe County,
otherwise known as; Central River Dugbe Community Forest, that the Forestry
Development Authority FDA, will be conducting the posting of 30 days Social
Economic and Reconnaissance Survey and Demarcation Results.

The notice will be posted for a period of thirty days beginning from _October 20,
2021 to November 20, 2021. The notice will be posted in all public places in every
towns and villages of these applicant communities and adjacent communities.
After the 30 days’ notice, the FDA will work with each community to find a suitable
date and time for the next step 7 (No Objection).

Therefore, every member of the above communities are encouraged to please
checked at every public places to view the notice. The notice contain phone
numbers of both the community representative and the FDA that could be used to
seek any clarification about the process.

Meanwhile, all adjacent communities and community members in the areas where
the Posting of 30 days’ Notice and the Social Economic & Reconnaissance Survey
(SER) and Demarcation will take place are encouraged to please take note and
cooperate with the FDA.
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The Forestry Development Authority (FDA)

COMMUNITY FORESTRY DEPARTMENT
FORESTRY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Whein Town, Mount Barclay
Montserrado County, Liberia

TO :  Weedor H. Gray
Manager, Extension Services
Community Forestry Department

PREPARED BY: Johnson Winn |
Extension Officer
Community Forestry Department

SUBJ :  Field Report from Posting of results for
Central River Dugbe Applicant Community,
Gbarpolu County.

Date: October 28, 2021

This report under review covers activities marking the Posting of
result of Soci-Economic Survey and Resource Reconnaissance
and Validation of Central River Dugbe applicant community
forests in fulfillment of step six (6) of the CRL and its Regulations. The
Posting was conducted on October 20-22, 2021 in Karquekpo
Town, Dugbe Statutory District. Herein is an attachment of the
report to be perused.




Introduction

On October 20-22, 2021, a team from the region departed Greenville for
Central River Dugbe Community forest to facilitate the posting results of
Validation and Social Economic Survey & Resource Reconnaissance Results
to Establish an Authorized Forest Community located in Sinoe County found
boundary with three Community Forests namely; Lower Jloh CF in Grand Kru,
Dweoh Jaedea and Fenjal in Sinoe.

After delivering a letter to the Superintendent of the county Hon. Lee Nagbe
Chea. The next day the team arrived in Karquekpo Town where the meeting
was held for the posting. Participants from various towns/villages of the
applicant communities gathered at town halls where subseguent infroduction
and objective of the visits were done by the facilitator; the exercise was in two
phases but at once. Phase one (1) has to do with the posting of the SER Survey
result while phase two (2) was Posting of the Validation result as well. These
results will be posted for thirty days which is step six (6) of the nine steps of the
CRL. The Central River Dugbe CF comprises of 8 towns and cities that made up
of the CF namely; Karquekpo city, Swenpo, Poly's town, Siekeh Town, Jay's
Town, Kabada, Weatuzon and Kaykpo.

Objective

The objective of the exercises is in accordance with Chapter 2, Section 10, of the Community
Rights Law (CRL) and its Regulations, which provides that both SER & Validation result most
be posted for thirty days in the given Communities and adjacent Communities prior to the
dispute resolution.




Methodology

The methods used by the team during the exercises were the Community Entry

methods and the Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) tools.

These include;

¢ Met with Local authorities and informed them about the Mission.
e Delivered letters from the Managing Director of FDA to the Local Authority
” e Held town hall meetings (for Posting SER & Validation results for the
establishment of an authorized community forest status)
+ Entertained Questions and Answers for clarity
. Posting SER & Validation results to be reviewed for 30 days
¢« On the 20t of October 2021 an announcement was place up for the Posting
of 30 days’ notices of Social Economic Survey and Resource
Reconnaissance (SESRR) and Preliminary Demarcation map results this
announcement was place at the Liberty Broadcasting System FM 105.5 in
Greenville, Sinoe County.




Proceedings

The team left Greenville City and arrived in Karquekpo City on October 20, 2021. The
next morning, we proceeded to the meeting hall where the community members
had gathered at the meeting hall for the meeting. Prominent persons from the
applicant community that were present in the meeting included the Paramount

Chief of welcome the citizen and guest to the meeting.

The meeting opened with a pray and welcome remarks. The FDA staff Mr. Johnson
read out the SESRR summary. He pointed out to them that all information in the
summary was information the community people themselves provided during the
survey. The community people all agreed to the information in the summary; that
every other information therein corresponds to what they provided during the SER.

He later took the floor to explain the map to them. They accepted the results according to
the map but pointed out some observations. They observed that the SERR never included
Kaykpo in the number of towns that comprises the Community Forest so the community
raise the concern and told the FDA to add Kaykpo. Team promised to check with the
department to ratify their concerns.

Sets of copies of the map and the SESRR summary were distributed to each
representative of the affected towns and villages. The posting was launched | and
the results posted in Henry town for thirty (30) days in the presence of the local
authorities and the concerned community members. The community
representatives were instructed to continue the posting and explanation of the
result and villages; they should post them at key points in adjacent communities
where those who were not present during the exercise, will be able to see the two
results.

The posting lasted from the 20 of October 2021 and ended the October 22, 2021
and we told them if there is any problem or concern they should rise it within the
30days so we can settle it in step 7 before going on with the governance structure
elections. The posting started October 20, 2021 and the 30 days’ notices should
expire November 20, 2021. The CFOC leadership headed by Mr. Bartee Togba help in
mobilization and organization of the posting of the results.

At the end of the exercises, the community members and local leaders lauded the FDA team
for the education on the various steps of the CRL which gave rise to the Social Economic
Survey and validation results, one of the procedures leading to communities’ forest status.
Mr. Bartee Togba promised that they will do everything they can to disseminate the
documents to each and every town and village concerned so that they view it in the thirty
(30) day period. He said that he hopes FDA responds to their call to move to next step
immediately after the 30 days’ elapses.




Observations

» Community representatives complained about transportation and
feeding.
e The long gap in time from previous step reduces the community

people's interest to some extent.

Constraints

e Badroad condition in this rainy season.

* Inadequate mobilization of community for the meeting.

Recommendations

* That adequate mobilization be carryout before the at least a day or two

before SER & validation results are taken to them for posting.
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